Women Transcending Boundaries

Notes from 4/26/02 [from Barbara Fought] 

Next meeting May 19, 2 – 4 p.m. at Trinity Episcopal Church in Fayetteville

WTB members are asked to remember WTB co-founder Betsy Wiggins in thought and prayer as she recovers from surgery on May 3. It all went well and she is home (as of Sunday, 5/5).  


Women Transcending Boundaries met Sunday, April 28 at the Islamic Society of Central New York. About 30-35 women attended, including 6 women who came for the first time.


As women arrived they took a brief tour of the masjid (mosque). Barbara Fought opened the meeting at 2:20, noting she was substituting for WTB co-founder Betsy Wiggins, who was visiting her newborn grandson in Atlanta.   

After thanks to the Danya Wellmon and the Muslim sisters for their hospitality, Barbara introduced the Core Group members so that new attendees would know whom to talk to if they had questions about WTB.  Barbara read the purpose of WTB and highlighted that the aspect of “education” and “sharing,” noting that this meeting would focus on those two topics. She announced that “service” component is being organized and women interested in working together in service in the community should note their interest on the sheet at the sign-in table.


Three women then presented their understanding of the concept of redemption from their faith perspective.   Danya Wellmon spoke about Islam. Some of the points she made included: 


-salvation comes from faith and works


-angels record one’s good deeds and one’s bad deeds


-Muslims do not believe in original sin


-there are no intermediaries between God and humans

Jeanette Powell shared her understanding of redemption from the Jewish perspective.  Among the things she noted were:

-the Exodus and Passover stories are stories of redemption

-God gives persons the chance to renew themselves

-both God and humans have a part in salvation – humans must take action; they must respond  

-God forgives, but humans must act as well by changing their ways; there is no quick forgiveness. 

Marilyn Wolfe noted stories of redemption from the Christian scriptures:

-the story of the lost coin, the lost sheep and the lost sons show a God who seeks and saves the lost

-the story of the conversion of Paul and the Christians who then welcomed him shows teachings about the Christian community taking action and making things right.   

-the scriptures include stories of redemption where people who have been estranged come together 

At 3 p.m. the women divided up into small groups of 5-7 for sharing time. Core Group members served as facilitators using a process developed for interfaith dialogue by the Interreligious Council.  The facilitators began by outlining ground rules related to confidentiality, careful listening, and full participation. Phyllis Berman, who had trained Core Group leaders, monitored the process, moving from group to group.  Although the questions in each group were different they included questions such as:

-what’s positive about being a woman or a Muslim , Jewish or Christian woman

-what was it like in your family to learn about your religion

-what was it like in your family to learn about other religions

-have the things you learned helped or hindered you in your life

The groups concluded with attendees noting whether they wanted to continue the small –group sharing on a monthly or weekly basis. Most preferred continuing the small groups one a month at the general meeting. They also listed the types of questions they would be interested in discussing at a future meeting. 

The meeting ended at 4 p.m. 
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