Women Transcending Boundaries

Notes from 3/24/02 [from Barbara Fought]


Note Change: Next Meeting April 28. See end for details.

Women Transcending Boundaries met Sunday, March 24, 2002 at Congregation Beth Sholom Chevra Shas in Jamesville, hosted by Jeanette Powell. Betsy Wiggins and Danya Wellmon presided. Thirty women attended, including several first-timers. 

Business items


1. Communication:  Nancy Riffer said only 17 WTB members have joined the  community forum for WTB on the Internet at Community Zero.  This site, which you get to by password only, includes minutes of the group, announcements, resources to read and a bulletin board for posting and discussion. She assured members that they won’t get email spam by joining and will get one reminder a week about new postings on the site.  Once a woman comes to WTB and gives her email, Nancy sends an email initiation. She offered to help members who have difficulty getting online (see contact info at end).


2. Logo  Work continues on the logo with a design including the symbol for woman with arms extended around a globe. Arlene Baker passed around another sketch and women made comments

3.  Literacy Project: Ruth Colvin reviewed the current status of the literacy project in Pakistan. She noted that WTB knows there are needs in many countries, and Pakistan was selected as a  start.  She and Romana Hosain are developing materials to teach in Urdu but it will take a year.  Romana hopes to try them out in December on her visit to Pakistan in a school for poor children. 

4. Meeting time: Summer meeting dates may be moved to an evening rather than Sunday. WTB members will be surveyed by email about this.

Ways to Get Involved


1. Literacy training for local women. Danya Welmon is trying to pull together a group of women to learn how to teach English to non-English-speaking Muslim women in metro Syracuse. Tutors are needed for a long list of women wanting to learn English.   Many are scared since 9/11 and are limited without English skills. To help contact Danya. 

2. School supplies to Afghan children. If you want to help get school supplies to children in Afghanistan who are eager to get back to school a task group is forming. We need a chair and members who will determine if sending supplies or sending money is the best way to give immediate help. Contact Danya or Betsy. 

Announcements

1. The Muslim Women’s League, a national organization that Danya is involved in,  has donated $500 to WTB for start-up costs, administration and supplies.

2. The newspaper of the Interreligious Council ran an article on WTB on page 1 of the latest issue. 

3. Three core group members attended a women’s Sedar on March 12 and several members attended the recent open house at the Islamic Society of New York 

4. Three WTB members are attending the “Exploring Spirituality” course being offered by Ralph Singh at Manlius Pebble Hill School Wednesday evenings. It met twice and is now on hold because Ralph is in India. Cost is for the 7-week course is $50 (book expense). Those interested in attending should contact the school  or call Barbara Fought. 

Learning about Judaism
Jeanette Powell led a tour of the synagogue and explained Jewish practices. New terms we learned:

Tallit - the prayer shawl worn for worship by both men and women. It reminds people to separate themselves from the outside world for prayer; the fringe reminds them of the 10 commandments. 

Kippa - prayer cap worn by men (and some women) as a sign of respect
Holy Ark - holds the Torah scrolls written in Hebrew; they are hand lettered and must be kept in perfect condition for use.  Each scroll includes the entire Torah.  

Ner Tamid - the eternal light.  Reminds us of God's eternal presence.  
Siddur and Chumash: The Siddur is the prayerbook used during worship.  It is printed in Hebrew and in English and the service is partly in Hebrew and partly in English.  The Chumash includes the Torah and commentaries printed in Hebrew and English.  This allows the congregation to follow the Torah reader during this part of the worship. Even though part of the service is in Hebrew, it is quite easy to follow the service in English. 
Jeanette explained that the Rabbi is the teacher of the Congregation but does  not run the Congregation Beth Sholom Chevra Shas in the same way that many Christian pastors do. The members of Congregation Beth Sholom run the Synagogue through a Board of Trustees. During the Torah portion  of the worship service,  the Rabbi shares his interpretation of the reading and invites discussion from the congregation.  Congregation members may offer differing points of view and different perspectives on the reading.  She notes this is quite different from the tradition in most churches where the pastor delivers the sermon and that is not commented on during the service.  
This synagogue is in the Conservative tradition (as is Temple Beth El and Temple Adath Yeshurin in the area).  A more generally observant branch of Judaism is the Orthodox (Young Israel  Shaarei Torah ) and the more liberal branch is the Reformed (Temple Concord). There's another branch, the Reconstructionist, but no temple from that affiliation is in Syracuse.  
Jeannette explained that women at this synagogue do the Torah readings, often lead the service and act as Hazzan or Cantor and are very involved in running the congregation.   The current congregation president is a woman.  Any WTB member is welcome to attend the prayer service Friday at 6:15 p.m  (8 p.m. on First Friday). Saturday services are 9:30-12 noon and Sunday prayer is 9:30 -10 a.m.

Learning about the Hajj


WTB member Beatrice Muhammed and her husband recently returned from the Hajj and she shared posters, pictures and memories.  Participation in the Hajj is one of the five pillars of Islam, expected of all Moslems who have the money and health to go on this spiritual pilgrimage. 


Prior to the Hajj she visited Medina, where Mohammed (the founder of Islam and a descendant of Ishmael) is buried.

At the Hajj she was among three million people from all around the world. 

“I didn’t want to come back” Beatrice said.  

The Hajj takes place in Mecca (Saudi Arabia)  at the site where Moslems believe Ibrahim was asked to sacrifice his son and where he built the first house of worship to God.  Men wear a simple garment of two cloths so they all look the same no matter their station in life. Women wore their regular clothes. As part of the Hajj, the Muslims participated in many activities/ceremonies such as walking back and forth in a certain place seven times to simulate Hagar searching for water for her child. On one day all three million pilgrims were together on one mountain, symbolizing the day of judgment when all will stand before God. 

Civil Liberties discussion


The group discussed concerns about civil liberties for about 20 minutes at the end of the meeting. Here are some of the highlights of that discussion: 


+more than 1300 Muslims are being detained by the INS, in some cases families don’t know where their loved ones are being held.



update: New York Times and Detroit Free Press report 4/3/02 that a judge has ruled that  Rabih Haddad,  Ann Arbor, founder of the Islamic charity Global Relief Foundation, (and acquaintance of Danya) must receive an open immigration hearing despite the request of the Justice Department to keep it closed. It is now scheduled for April 10. See: http://www.freep.com/news/latestnews/pm8406_20020403.htm 


+not enough people are speaking out about these detainees or other civil liberties issues. We need to educate ourselves and speak out.


+some women believe there is a real possibility of the US using a nuclear bomb.


+many discussions on civil liberties and peace issues are being held in metro Syracuse but few people attend. 

+some expressed interest in working on peace issues with existing groups while others liked the opportunity for this new women-only group to take a stand 


+some women are most interested in service projects; some want to be active politically; some want to do both. 

Organizations/Events of Interest


Some of these organizations/events might be of interest to WTB members:


Syracuse Peace Council describes itself as “a comprehensive grassroots social justice organization ….SPC educates, agitates and organizes around issues of war and war culture, military conscription, nuclear power and weapons, criminal justice, prisons, police abuse, the death penalty, hate groups, gender and gender oppression, racism, and the support of traditional indigenous peoples. 

472 5478. http://www.peacecouncil.net/index.html

April 20  bus trip to D.C. for a national mobilization against war

April 25. 6 p.m. Potluck at Westcott Community Center

Peace Action CNY describes itself as: “a non-profit grassroots organization working to fulfill a vision of a world free from oppression and the threat of war, where resources are directed to human and environmental needs.”


478-7442   email: sfcny@igc.org   www.cnypeaceaction.com/



Fellowship of Congregations is nine congregations (Jewish, Christian and Muslim ) on Syracuse’s eastside working together to better the neighborhood through NESCO (Near Eastside Community Organization). Its fellowship events bring together the members of the various congregations to learn about each others’ faith and discuss issues of concern. 

Wed, May 8 (evening)  “Faith and Citizenship,” a discussion on what do our respective faiths propose/require of us as citizens and where are the conflicts? At Nottingham High School. For info contact Nelson Price: nprice@twcny.rr.com.  446 7656 

Quick Reference of Contacts (women mentioned as contacts above)


Barbara Fought: 446 7656 or bcfought@syr.edu

Nancy Riffer: nriffer@twcny.rr.com

Danya Welmon: welmond@msn.com


Betsy Wiggins: bwiggins@twcny.rr.com 

Upcoming Meeting Dates


NOTE CHANGE
Sunday, April 28    2 - 4:00 at Islamic Society of CNY 

           located at 925 Comstock Ave., Syracuse   Phone: 471.3645


May 19 – TBA 

June, July – TBA 
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