Notes from Women Transcending Boundaries 

Nov. 17, 2002
Danya Wellmon opened the meeting with a greeting to the 40 women attending.  Danya acknowledged Betsy Wiggins, seated in the audience (instead of being up front as usual), who is recovering from surgery. Danya announced that Molly King has agreed to serve as treasurer and Barbara Fought will serve as secretary.

re: announcements


A lecture Thursday, Nov. 21 by Professor Ingrid Madison, from Harvard, about Muslim women. It’s at the Hall of Languages on the SU campus. 



A program on the protest by Nigerian women is Monday night, Nov. 18.


Ester Brooks, a WTB member, can  teach ESL classes. Anyone who knows a non-English speaking woman who wants to learn English can call Ester at  251 1694.  


WTB will be featured on "Straight to the Source"  on Time Warner Cable (ch. 13). Time are 8 p.m. Th., Nov. 21;  5:30 p.m Sat., Nov. 23;   5 p.m.and 8:30 p.m. on Tues., Nov. 26.  Betsy and Danya will be interviewed

re: International FundRaising Dinner


Barbara Fought reported that 185 women attended the event Oct. 27 and the total raised to date is $7621 [late update: $7871]. The money goes to IBTIDA, a project started by the family of Dr. Nuzhat Ahmad, a Philadelphia physician and professor who spoke at  the dinner. She showed slides and told about the dire need to educate Pakistani children. IBTIDA has 4 educational programs going now and needs money to increase the number of students it serves.   

Thanks go to all the Muslim women who prepared the fabulous dishes and to Molly King and the women of Dewitt Community Church for hosting.

re: service project


Nancy Riffer explained that part of our WTB vision is that women of diverse faiths will do volunteer work together as a way to help others and to get to know each other.


Literacy Volunteers is running a course in January where you can learn how to teach persons who want to learn English. Nancy has applications and Literacy Volunteers will contact you directly if you fill out a form.


Nancy said the refugee resettlement project needs people to help refugees learn about American society. For example, newcomers may think they have to send money to every solicitation they get in the mail. It also needs persons to teach citizenship skills to new residents in the US.  The training is February 1 (all day) at Plymouth Congregational Church. 

re: Education

For the educational component of the meeting three women presented information on a November-December holiday/tradition each observes.

Ramadan

Magda Bayoumi explained Ramadan, now being observed by Muslims. She explained the term “Ramadan” is the name of a month in the Arabic calendar.  This is one of the most special months for Muslims as it is the month that the Qur’an came to Mohammed.  Fasting during Ramadan is one of the five pillars of Islam. The others are: belief in one God with Mohammed as the last prophet of God;  prayer five times daily; charitable giving; the Hajj, a pilgrimage to Mecca.


Muslims fast the whole month from dawn to sunset. After sunset they break fast with dates and then eat a meal. Magda likened the observance of  Ramadan to taking a refresher course in school – this is a time for Muslims to refresh themselves on their beliefs and activities, to check that they are doing the good deeds they want to do. They also read through the whole Qur’an individually and hear it read at the masjid. She showed small lanterns that children light after they break the fast – some of them play a tune or a call to prayer.  


Ramadan ends with a celebration on Eid al Fitr (December 6 this year). This is a special time of family celebration and gift giving. 

Hanukkah


Phyllis Berman discussed Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights. She shared that for her it comes with a quality of mystery.  It’s a celebration of freedom and signifies the importance of the temple in Jewish life. Hanukkah is called the festival of lights and occurs in November or December.  It commemorates an event in Judea thousands of years ago when the Macabees rededicated and cleansed the temple.  They found only one tiny jug of oil but in a miraculous occurrence,  it burned for eight days.  

Phyllis said today Jews celebrate this miracle for eight days at Hanukkah.  They light one candle each night on the menorah. Children often play with spinning tops called a draedel. A common food is potato pancakes.  Gifts are exchanged. It is a time of great merriment. 

Christmas


Nancy Riffer discussed her traditions in observing Christmas, the birth of Jesus Christ. She grew up Methodist and is now a Quaker. She said as a child she learned that Christmas was a time of watching and expectation. Her mother told her to watch for something unexpected. It might be a group caroling at the door or a surprise Advent calendar that came in the mail. Something happened every year.  


Nancy demonstrated one of her favorite presents she received as a child—stilts made with large cans and string!   She shared ways her family celebrated Christmas in simple ways – making a manger scene out of plain materials, hand-making ornaments for the tree, taking a family shopping trip to buy clothes and a toy for a needy child, or making a gingerbread house with children.


Nancy outlined several ways that she and others have tried to observe a less commercial Christmas.  “Buy Nothing Day” is the day after Thanksgiving when people don’t go to the stores shopping as a protest against commercialism.  She does alternative gifts --giving presents to charity in honor of people rather than buying them a present.  

re: Small group sharing time

Then the group broke up into four smaller groups for discussion. The questions focused on religious traditions and observances at this time of year. 

The next meeting is Sunday, December 15, 2-4 p.m.   at Jowonio School on E. Genesee (across from Nottingham High School). 

re: WTB contacts

Co-chairs:Betsy Wiggins, bwggins@twcny.rr.com 446.1694

Danya Wellmon, wellmond@msn.com  687.3551

The Core Group is: Arlene Baker, Magda Bayoumi, Phyllis Berman, Roko Sherry  Chayat, Ruth Colvin, Barbara Fought, Jan Garman, Romana Hosain,  Molly King, Jeanette Powell, Nancy Riffer, Danya Wellmon, Betsy Wiggins.

Volunteer opportunities/service projects: Nancy Riffer, nriffer@twcny.rr.com  471-0383


Mailing list/communication/publicity:  Barbara Fought, bcfought@syr.edu 446 7656


Donations to IBTIDA. Make check payable to Pakistan Public Health Foundation and send to Molly King, 6968 Colonial Dr, Fayetteville, NY 13066-9729, 446 0146, kingmg@netzero.com

